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| I MY COLLECTION i :

Bobbin along

L ace-making had always fascinated M‘
philately she decided to build a thematic €O

NAME
Margareta
von Bahr

NATIONALITY
Swedish

AGE 71 years

OCCUPATION
Retired physiotherapist

SPECIALISM
The story of lace-making

SOCIETIES JOINED

O Trollhattan Stamp Club

[0 Swedish Philatelic Society
[0 Swedish Thematic
Association

OTHER INTERESTS
Square dancing

When did you start collecting,
and why?
2007, my son married the daughter
erthuus von
» well-known Swedish
‘old me a lot about his
bby. I accompanied him
of philatelic exhibitions,
! ;.'L[.
ated by the Open Class.
iematic exhibits
d they really fired my
To be allowed to use
ition and creativity to
vithin a framework,

arfesania espanola

RIGHT: Russian stamp
of 1967 illustrating
The Lace-Maker, an
1823 painting by
Vasily Tropinin

BELOW: Block of six
Spanish stamps from
1989 showing three
bobbin laces and three
needle laces from
different regions, with !
patterns which can be f
traced back to the !
17th and 18th |
centuries, with :’
se-tenant central
labels showing
bobbins
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I began to wonder whether | could
create something similar,

What is your specialism, and
what attracted you to it
My thematic collection dea]s with the
history of bobbin lace-making.
Lace-making has long been an
interest of mine. As a litt]e girl, |
used to watch the bobbins danc
on my aunt’s lace-pillow, and
sometimes she gave me the chance o
try it myself. I returned 1o ¢
just before I retired.

Ing

he hobly

Genuine lace can be pProduced

only by needlework or with a boblyj,
' 1.
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- so when she took up

llection telling the h

A A P P

istory of the craft |

. ‘Y

To make bobbin lace, you need
thread wound on bobbins, a
pillow, pins and sometimes also
a cardboard pattern.

You move the bobbins in such
a way that the threads entwine,
while being held in the desired
position by the pins inserted in th
pillow, There are only two basic .
stitches, cross and twist, which cal
be combined in innumerable ways
h\t‘ln d pattern,

Opinions differ as to where and
\\'I\l'll l.lu‘ lll.lklllg was invcnlﬂdw
the type of thin, white lace that
'eCognise as bobbin lace can be
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back to the beginning of the ABOVE: A set of t | YRLL LD PAD PP PPPEPPP P O
Jttl e v g ree H j x 5 i
”H[ onturys when 1t was pr oduced Stamps from BElgium Oow and where do you find - How 1s your exhlblt R
:“1 : Our ) l r,..)
It ]|\' in & I |[]LIL I'S ¢ IHLl It ]Iy n ]989 Celehrated the [y matel‘lal arranged) f
L lace‘making cities of lJUbt keep my eyes open all the time. | It comprises five frames. The <
¢ does your collection aim Marche-en-Famenne VIsitstamp dealers, both locally \l first describes what lace is, and the =
() hli iy ol why s it Bhisch Bruges' and at sta mp fairs and exhibitions, | tools and materials needed to ;Z{
e tant LO VU“) showing a pattern ll?d Lalways go through every box . produce bobbin lace. The next three s
port: ind. 4R
’ i 3 > > and when 0
| I nt m) exhibit to highlight the typical of each q : present theories of where a D
lrural and economic sometimes a conversation with the art of lace-making first appeared, S
gocial, €U ¢ this handicraft. I hope other philatelists turns out to be and how it spread all over Europe. 5
ta1NCE ( ¢ : . e : " _
;'wl‘” aft useful. Lately I have also tried And the final frame presents lace- -
 how examples of € xquisite work, int | ' 11; > G
i : Crnet shopping. aking in paintings and literature.
llmrnnmla the art of lace-making HRANE making in painting =
118 Z
othat 1t will not be torgotten, : : . [ A ;;l
\ltllll[llmul]ah [ want to honour Ab (J hft]() (Q”{, 1 LIS(,({ t() wut(.h I,IC ])()[) )I’)b bl
ople, mostl . : =
[]ltll\““I ol peop y d 1011 0O ' P A0 ] : ] —
; ‘ / — £ / 4 / (_'_:
™ . who produced lace for the ancing on my aunt’s lace-pillow. Man) :
! o S TR £ B W o ; 0 ; 3 -
(hurch and the upper classes in years later I returned to lace-making mysel ol
{ - v - C 3 2
arlier centuries, often for a paltry i
y 1 . ]‘1—‘1
qyment and under appalling T
crrcumstance =
d
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| 2 ) 3
What is your | vourite item, and why? . p’
b} J
[ managed to ¢ a lovely letter and its cover ) b
written in Franc a5 long ago as 1793. \ :!;
Written by a ame Thomas in Paris, it is an order p!
for bobbin la 1 Madame Langlace in Lille, with $
asmall specim the requested pattern attached. p
[t was sent 2 npaid inland letter, and the ::
annotation o ver shows that it was assessed at S
Isous on arrival in Lille. ¢ i
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£ : ABOVE: A Swedish bobbin (ace-maker working $ %
in the old town of Vadstena, on a 1975 stamp ° :
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traditional Italian-style pillow, illustrated
ona 1970 stamp
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§ ABOVE: An Italian lace-maker using a
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| ABOVE: A Belglan lace-maker with a northern ABOVE: A Spanish lace-maker from Camarifias
g European pillow, on a 1948 stamp in Galicia, on a 1976 issue
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How has your exhibit ABOVE: A French
developed over time? stamp of 1982
When I first showed my exhibit, ata reproducing Johannes
. regional exhibition in Sweden in Vermeer's painting
L 2008, the quality of my material was La Dentelliére (The
ig of no great concern to me. Nowadays, | acemaker), with a
=4 though, I am very choosy, and try to special cancellation
o select only the very best items. depicting bobbin lace,
[ have also become more aware of commemorating the
4 how important it is that the material International
* really illustrates what I want to say. Lace-Making Congress
' ' heldinLe Puy

What are you most keen to add
to your collection?

I believe that I have almost every
stamp in existence that is related to
lace-making. What I can still add,
though, are more stamps which
decorated with

llustrate garments

iace, and other philatelic material,
such as postal stationery, postmarks
and postcards

Moreover, I am looking for

What was your
best chance
; discovery?
¥ A friend gave me a
small, rather
inconspicuous
K stamp, which I did
% not find very
! intriguing at first,
but which on
closer inspection
turned outtobea 4%
real find. o
It was a Japan 1876 5r grey, heavily cancelled with a
‘K’ obliteration. This turned out to be from the city
of Kobe, which has a fashion museum and hosted a
lace festival in 2010.
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1 1
expec[ed, butitiss
expensive 1tem ] have bought i g
On the other hand there ar€ ma r)ifes 2
- jgnita
stamps showing kings and dignl o
i3 oveE
arti rna 1
Is there any item that you had to work p ; ets(:ulal'of 1;};0 ‘
: i’ Mulready envelopes and lettershe : e o
e hibits, since their wealth of detail offers g =
Open Class exnibits, : : .,
T}a:atifpossibilities. My interest15 that they were prm;ed_ o
1 1 mate
;ili-threaded security paper, and silk thread is among the _ , 2
have been used 0 produce bobbin lace. 1 .

It took me a long time tO acquire a Mulready lettersheet. But & y
stamp-collecting friends that wanted one, and a <':c->upl_e of : not I
one of them found one for me at a philatelic exhibition 1n D n -
was posted on December 28, 1840, to Banbury, Oxfordsh_lrg 5
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2 s+ CCap ° 0 il . e { ) e ey
£ qthel it gives me great pleasure competltlvely> | ) = p:
L\ Ichous iy > 3 e > 3 ! ! | J
i \Jch _nique items; to me theii Yes. I started by Competing at a | 3‘.,! 0
Lown 4 portant. | ST T g | B KL st -
= 0" ary valuels nOCAAl tl e feglonal exhibition held in my : X o
§ s [ s delighted with cheap but home town of Trollhittan in 2008 ' 5'3‘7’ 9 A
! )l stamps that fit well into and Lhave kept on going, with | Hy .
i peatt | Some success. ' £ -
| ~\hll‘”' | Ao 3 ;
; my" - My exhibit achieved a vermeil | >
: ¢ have you learnt from your | medal at Nordia 2009 in Iceland, at :. 2
W h‘lm‘h into this theme? the Antwerpia 2010 International }! s
rest¢ ) knowledge has increased . exhibition in Belgium and at the 1973 British stamp O
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a .4{ rably. I have learnt a lot about - Swedish national exhibition in 2011, ABOVE: 1994 Estonia stamp ABUVE-. o7 Wittor Raldh 2
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